Hospital Policy Manual
Policy Number: 2.34
Effective Date: 6/01/11

LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER
- SHREVEPORT

RELINQUISHMENT OF NEWBORN
SAFE HAVEN LAW

Purpose:

To provide a mechanism for compliance with the revised Louisiana Children’s Code,
Articles 1701 - 1706, allowing for a parent to relinquish the care of her newborn
infant to the state in anonymity and without fear of prosecution or persecution at a
designated emergency care facility.

Definitions:

Newborn infant — for the purpose of this law, a child not previously subjected to
abuse or neglect, who is not more than thirty (30) days old as determined within a
reasonable degree of medical certainty by an examining physician.

Emergency care facility — any state licensed hospital, public health unit, fire or
police station, or pregnancy crisis center.

Relinquish or relinquishment of an infant — to give over possession or control of
an infant to another in compliance with the Safe Haven law within the Louisiana
Children’s Code, with the settled intent to forego all parental responsibilities.

Policy:

1.

2.

4.

The Emergency Care Center at LSUHSC- Shreveport is the designated point of
contact for any parent who wishes to relinquish their infant. Any infant
relinquished at LSUHSC must be brought to the ECC.

Any employee of the hospital who is approached by a parent that expresses the
desire to relinquish their infant shall:
e Take the infant
e Attempt to give the relinquishing parent a Safe Haven
Information Sheet (see attached)
e Staff should contact the ECC to arrange for transportation if
the infant is left with any other area of LSUHSC-S.

The infant shall be examined and admitted by a pediatrician to the appropriate unit,
based upon level of care needed. Options include Newborn Nursery, PICU or
Pediatric Unit.

When a newborn infant is relinquished during normal business hours:
a. The ECC shall notify the Administrator on Call and the Pediatric Case Manager
that a newborn relinquishment has occurred.



b.

C.
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The Case Manager shall notify the Louisiana Department of Social Services
(DSS), Office of Community Services (OCS) of the relinquishment within twenty-
four hours of the infant’s arrival.

The Case Manager shall notify the Medicaid Assistance Program (MAP) office for
follow-up, as newborns relinquished shall immediately be qualified for Medicaid.

5. When a newborn infant is relinquished after hours and weekends:

a.
b.
C.

d.

The ECC shall notify the Administrative House Manager (AHM).

The AHM will notify the Administrator -On -Call and DSS/OCS.

The AHM shall complete an Administrative Occurrence report and forward it to
the Case Management office for follow-up.

On the next business day, the Pediatric Case Manager shall verify contact was
made with the DSS/OCS and notify the MAP office of the admission.

6. DSS shall take custody and control of the newborn within 24 hours of notification
provided the infant is medically stable. Louisiana Children’s Code Chapter 13,
provides guidance and protocols for all Safe Haven sites.

i

Administrator

5/20/11
Date

Reference: Louisiana Children’s Code, Chapter 13, Safe Haven Relinquishments.
http://www.louisianasafehaven.com which redirects you to:

http://www.dss.louisiana.gov/index.cfm?md=pagebuilder&tmp=home&pid=206 1-800-244-5373

Approved by Clinical Board: 11/20/01, 1/18/05, 3/18/08, 5/17/11
Written: 9/01

Reviewed: 9/04, 2/08, 4/11

Revised: 9/04, 2/08, 4/11


http://www.louisianasafehaven.com/�
http://www.dss.louisiana.gov/index.cfm?md=pagebuilder&tmp=home&pid=206%20�

Hospital Policy Manual

Policy Number: 2.34

Effective Date:

LUy Lol r-..-f_.n‘% .n:-uﬂ.f_-ﬁ.-n——,c— JEMIMRL

(€LE5+7-008 1) NIIATITHO-0081

“USARE] 2JBS B 38001 ‘Ulogmau INOA 10} 318D JOUUED NOA J]
"snowduoue pue [e39] ‘9es s3]

MVT NHAVH 34VS SYNVISINOT

FFOI0HS W ANV NOA

31IS A9Vd 34VS

w0 M P Ul A peanddig s MU THO00S |

DUBSINOT 42500415 B Suping
o= L IAC 1IR1YO
UQUM.?L(_U ~N mur\_m

Jjojuswiedag E

'SA0IAlRG __.C..:.._ SEESU Jo uu_&.o Sed #muG_ ok 10euo00 10

WOD " UIAHRJUSEUBISINO] MAVA 21SIA (€ L€ S4hT-008°T) NTYATIHO008T

e MET UABH 2FEG 211 INOE UOnuLIOjUl 2UOUT 104

NOILLYIWHOANI €O

Jeandsoy
€ 01 ppyp ot aodsuen pue Aqeq aga dn pid [[uw Japlaoad GINT 10 130140 UAWadI0juD
ME] B PUE ‘[ [§ [0 Avu dYs 10 2y ‘41)138) uasBE] feg € 01 [3AeA 03 ajqeun st juaied B §]

$193U37) AdRI0APY PIYD e $12]U37) SISLI) AduruSalf .
SUOIILIG 3I[O] SUONEIG 211

SOTUID) [BMIPI e SIIPIAOLJ 2D1AIDG [RIIPAJN Aduasiawiy

span Hm”_.—mmz D.ﬂﬂﬂﬁ.— . NC._NM.W:—O\.—. ur w—mumﬁm_u: muﬂmﬁuu._\— [




2.34

Hospital Policy Manual
Policy Number

Effective Date

‘sa0palag Aunuuony jo a0 ysued 0] sa Sunoriuod
Aq sdep Qg vy s1ydL Jrauared wrepar o1 ypas ued Juated ay |

SONIN Y3H/STH SIONYHO LNIYVYd JHL 41 LYHM

“A3]ANI2 PIYR 10 WAWUOPUEE 903[F2U JO 10€ [EUILLD © JO
fME palapIsuey 3¢ 10U [[IM PUT mET UMEL] 2jeg 212 Aq patoacad ag
[[taa Juaaed ayp ‘9pHau 10 asnqe o sudls ou smouys Aqeq Ay se Fuo) sy

&LNIYYd 3HL 0L SN3ddVH LYHM

‘uopdope
10§ P> M day o3 &qeq ay jo Aporsnd ureiqo o1 siuipasooad urbaq

14 SO0 “Aqeq 2y3 10f 2au0 01 ey B puly [Is (SDQ) $221M98
_ﬁ_:_.,_EEOU 30 220 S20A12g [e120g 10 pGuEP:...an_ EUERE I

“aled _nu:.qu Alessanau Aue Jnaoal 0 _u«.:u IUILLISSISET
Yajeay e Lof Anjiry (EXIPAW Is3EaU AP 01 1Fnoaq 2 | Aquq Sy L

¢A8YE 3HL OL SN3ddVH LVHM

syEn [euaaed
1121 INOGE W] 10 AQRQ 213 INOGE UOHBLLIOJUT |[EITPIW dAIT 01

syuma Juated A 31 e 01 (€L€S-FFT-008T) NI TIHO-008-1
SUINU 291[01 B M paed e auared aup 120 s aakojdwn uy ¢

‘MU USARE] 2JQ U3 azian 03 Juem A3 Jmp aakojdwa
a3 [[21 pjnoys stuaaeg A1oeg aya 1e 2adojdwa ue 01 Aqeg Y3 A1) °

(]

‘(122022 ASE20APE PIIYD 10 12IUAD SISLD
foueudaad ‘wopes adtjod 1o 2ayy ‘D1ulp [EAIpAW UUN SN Tun
yapest] ayqnd ‘peandsoy sat) Afie) uasvp] ajeg 1sauau atjl 01 00) |

I1dNIS ScLi

“sasod.and uopdope 1og pasn aq 01 Aqeq 1R nogqe
UORBULOJUL (B3P aA1F Ajsnowduoue 1o sayan [eusded
L IN0QE Wea) 03 (€266+HH7-008-1) NTMATIHD-0081

[[e ued siuaang Cenuapyuoed fulpdiana dasy [jim
saafo)dwus uade] ajeg pue “UONELLIOJUL 1dY10
AUE 10 SWEY IAL AAIE 01 JALL 10U 0P SUa18]

SAGINANGRNY G

"MET UIARL] 9JEG )
JO BHI1ID 311 1991 JOU [[14 pu [EBI[1 ST ‘wooyeg & ul
10 darsio0p B Uo 2dURISU] IO ‘PapUSIBUD AqEq B BulaesT]

s g [

Aqeq nayp ey mowy pue Avae jem dduns ued Juaied
AU 122[EAU 10 ISNQL JO SUBIS OU smoys Aquq gyl pue
safopdwa ue yam Aqeq 2y sanea] Juaied ay se Fuo) sy

TEHUAPIIU0D UOHENIIS
2y daay o1 pue 3jes wtogaau & daay o1 op o2 Jeym mou
P Geax o pUs e 1
03 PAUTELL 21U SUAARE] dJug pRreudisap e saakopdwg

e A E R
RVe=l | Sk

‘payse suonsanb ou yam Aqeg 1oy jo Apoisny dn aald ue

sauased fipory vasey apeq v e aakojdwa ue Jo are>
ul Aqeq sy Buiaea) A usael] 9eg 10 'Ajioey pareusisap
fouadiawa ur a1 pjo sdep p¢ o1 dn Aquq sy dulig ued
v,a._._Q.,.__.?.._ﬂ_ H_s_,_u .:x 28D 01 u_&_.._ﬂ_._ ale C_._.ﬁ w“_:ﬂhﬁn_

‘uondo (e8] ‘ajes v sjuated

$19)J0 M UaARE dJeg s euesine] Wouaie uondope
Pasuad)| & azijlan O 10U §3FOOD pue Aqueq wiogmau ¢ jo
IR A1 01 Apeat 10U §| mouy NOA UOIWS 10 NOA §]

S Gl

LIS Agvd 34vS




	Relinquishment of Newborn
	SAFE HAVEN LAW

